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4. Stopping Tree Felling :

Ihe hills around the village, which were ones full of green trees, were bare due to indiscrinnnate trec iakine The o
population depended on the forest for fodder and fuel. The villagers faled 1o remise that they were ..u:u;j.: FATLO S
life line. Anna Hazare, explained the need of forests. The forests help in generating top sor, conserving watir, tecae
floods, maintamning weather cycle and of course provision and food foldo: anc tuel Now e Gnes , ET
the villege bloomed once again with lush green lorest~.

5. Stopping Indiscriminate cattle Grazing:

Anna Hazare persuaded the villagers to stop indiscriminate cattle grazing Lo preserve the Brass on the i slupes
special grass was grown to feed the feed the cattle.

Anna Hazare, through his charismatic leadership, made the villagers to stick to the above five point formula. This
formula has transformed the village, supported by water tankers, to a self sufficient one with enough water, greey,
fields, employment, higher standard of living and addiction free happy people. Ralegan Siddhi has now turned .r’no o
‘Model Village'. People, not only from India but abroad, flock 1o see this willage. I is the magic oi peopie's own eticits
and popular participation in impraving their own lot. fnitiatives like this may be the saviors of our cconomy

By focusing the above five points programme watershed progranine also implemented by the peoples belongs 10 these
village Ralegan Siddhi village comes under acute drought prone areas of Ahmednagar district Total BUOR AL dre.s
of this village is 971.56 hectares out of which 691 hectares area s under cultivation i.e 71 % agricuftural land i irfigatecd
and well irrigation increased by eight times during watershed programme. The impact of integrated wateisieo
development programme in double cropped area increased by 52%, cropping intensity by 66%, well irnigation by U0«
number of well by 300% increased respectively during the said period. More water consunung crops wete probiutid o o

sugarcane. Farmers were prefer less water consuming crops. '

B) Hiware Bazzar- Replication of Ralegan Siddhi Model:

Anna Hazare's Ralegan Siddhi experiment had begun in early sevenues and by 1990 the face of the vilinge hag
completely changed. Politicians, bureaucrats and common people flocked 1¢ see this "Model Village' in the hape that
this model could be replicated. It was in 1990 that Mr. Popatrao Pawar, the Sarpanch of Hiware Bazar, started serousis

replicating the Ralegan Siddhi model of development.

Hiware Bazar 15 another typical village situated 17 Kms fram the district place, Ahmednagar, T villape o 5
currounded by barren hills and had to dgpend on water tankers in the surimer months Tne agricuiture wae 1o, ;-
Jnd poor fariers were prone to depressmr} and Ia.lcohohsm Many Probleae aoihe viage rolated 1038 ananle., oo .
(opography. with shallow |all'ld and pDCjII“ soil fertility. The average rainfali per annum larpely amounted o 350 dos o
Lhe topopraphy and poor rainfall contributed to a perenmally diought ke it

The transtormation ot this water SCEIrc_itV village began in the carly 1990 5 Wathae aast ten years Hineare Boaser
demonstrated successful transf_ormatlon from a drought prone habitat 1o . picture of plenty and prospoer ity ne
willage haw bagsed the Gram Abhiyan Puraskar {1995-96), the Adarshagaos: I askar {1997}, the National Productivity,
award {1998 49), the Vanashrge Puraskar and_ thg Clean Village Purask.r {2000-2001). Mr, Popatrac Pawar. th
¢, arpanch uf Hiware Bazar, admits that he was inspired by t’\n.ml Hazare's Rolegan Siddhi model He s a Cannntorre
Graduate It 1660 when he was ?lectEd unopposed as thf' village sarpanch, ho started studying ana implensentiag
atoiis go,_,l,”__,,,um schemes for village r_.ievelopmenll‘ As his efforts have bore bruits the villagers have electeu *“!‘.‘
unopposed av it sarpanch for the third time successively

the lines of Ralegaon Siddhi Mr. Pawar decided to undertake watershea deveiopment plan for the vittage 57082
hectares of land area around the village was divided _mto four watersheds Along with the villagers me dedided
onslruct varous lypesl of hund.s and trenches on the hill tops accompamed by treo planta
:mth the help of the wllage‘rs, 3,53,000 trees were planted on 3/8 hectare land ares
lage »OraBe and purcoiallonl tanks were CD"SIIFULIE'd. This mtegrated apprcach Leipod in reticnen o U R

vills ving soil fertility and agricultural groductivity. The rise 15 0 i1 water 1ayle we R ¢
"wl:)of L;:wi The willagers were also pursued to adopt improve COOPPING Lallerngs
rlj,l,:n_'rs oW BIOW Union.S. potathes, I(:o'ctc»n and. vegetables, i addition 1 ihe Uadiiion CLOPS K guvear anil e
here has alvo Been an iNcrease in the production of ailseeds, pulses iy uits The Moo 1 Uhenag bt iadiy e

ast planting of crops like sugarcane and banana as they consume excessive smoian: of « -

on

tondrivers, U to 1995 99

AL vanous place . drount tee

e addhimonal culbvation ot 2

SR RO S b T

: . G it Waltr e vitldpe. s tawg s
ded in increasing the availability of fodder from a meager of 200 (onies i1 1994 e over LS00 tonnes i 2000

Iped in increasing the milk production from 300 liters in 1994 to ove 2000 iiters 1 2000

agal
Suc[l’e
rhis has M€
due to the charismatic leadership of Mr.Popatrao Pawar and the: (cilecive vfforts of (e villagers towarils wate

day. i i
fu elopment, the village of Hiware Bazar has been dramatically tran.tconen
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MANAGEMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Dr.2arhate G H. . ; T
veomeate Digteanan and Hearl, Dept, of Commerce & Research Centre,

C 6 lam Calloge of Commerce, shrirampur, Dist- Ahmednagar.

introduction

11 has been accepted by all that the goals of economic planning cannot be achieved unless the people actively involve
themseives in the participation implementation and follow-up of the developmental plans and programmes. Through
the mportance of public participation in planning has been accepted right from the First Five Year Plan, the spirit of
part pahior has met heen realized. Whatever planning we have attempted has low rate of success due to lack of
aopgle s particpation. In fact people's participation forms the central idea of democracy. In order to maximize people's
r.,-‘rt'.c'ination the Government has taken a right step in 1992 by introducing 73™® Amendment of the' "Indian
Constitution™. A part from strengthening the Panchayat Raj system the Amendment aims at reducing the political and
hyureaucratic nterference 10 the rural development. In this paper we intend to explore the importance of people's
Ation in planning take a stock of some experiments in this regard in Ahmednagar District and suggest alternative

parinng : _ :
ctratepy 1o Maxe people’s participation more effective.

AhmednagarDistrict : Management of People's participation :

A) Anng Hozare's Ralegan Siddhi Experiment :

Anna hazare, sl known 50C|a|‘ a;tivest, is now a national figure. Various state governments like Goa, Andhra
pradesh Jammu and Kashmur have ufwited Anna Hazare to learn from his development work at Ralegan Siddhi. Ralegan
ciriglh . the former drought prone village of Ahmednagar District, has been transformed into an Oasis, by the non tiring
: Anna Hazere i the last 25 years. The main thrust of Anna Hazare was to convince the people to embrace
it e pranapement tee hnigues intellipently, Watershed management is not something which the village would not
: craael Skt nendds one to conserve rain water in every way possible. Starting off with trenches and earth

e B aDE P T ponds and check dams supported by boulders the village of Ralegan siddhi Started

KO ~catlahibity of water around the year has helped in changing the face of the village econgmy

effoarts of

anefe
Hunet
L
5 Point Formu'a

Thee viltagers of Paleran Gicirini also willingly agreed to implement Anna Hazare's five point formula, This mcludes,
sl this &

1. The prohibition of liquor |

Addicted farmers have to sell their land to repay the debts. Anna Hazare convinced the villagers regarding
ifects of dnnkine. Now there is no shop selling wine in the village £ven bidi and gutkha is not available in
1he villagers willingiy abstan from consumption of wine and tobacco.

wany <ych
the hor ribic
the villaEe

2. Adopting family Planning Norm

a

i et is rossed the one billionth mark. It is generally agreed that this population —

The popbi 4 i , . )
i pvpr s of deveiopment we haa in the planning period. 70% of Indian Population still lives 1n the rural

e ey Kl !

oy a1 proporiion hae remamed unaltered over the years. In agriculture 1t 1s always possibie to find some work or
al- : g ctutdren 1t for this reason that children have never been considered as an economic burden in an
the atit na

i Lociety Anna Hazare was successful in creating awareness among the villagers and pursued them to adopt
Agrdari

Y vt Fr I|!|1"\
'_.ﬂh.”‘lq,ﬂh e

supplying Se'f t
; e rranzod that of alt the new values to be created, self-help and self reliance were the most important

Anna . had 2 tendency to depend on external help-whether of some agency or the government and in th‘ oces
rhe v'n:w-‘ nitiative and witality had Peen sapped. Anna Hazare instilled work-culture and through their volunefariro;Z?s
ﬁhrgrﬂc"d""} could build a school building and other amenities. Anna Hazare is of the opinion that it is not the sthtagz

hysical resources but fac'or? that inhibit the fullest expression of man's natural self i.e. identif
phy’ J find pleasure and fulfiliment, that has restarted development in India.

abour .

3

thet

of y with work in which

he Sht)l”

s S04 o e i e i

17

(VI

e

A

N\ Ve,
E

£S5



N

LT

-l
b

TR S T

v s

i Gy w1 s

Lo SR L S T B R o

FERE L R Rl A L

sy, e gt g TR JL‘.'ICC_S 1ISSN: 234B-165X

cdet aibee Miveare Bocaar has adopted Anna Hazare's Ralegaon Siddhi model, along with

g amee lee aneiemented by the peoples of Hiware Bazzar village. Total agricultural land

A ot hertares e under irrigation, drip ircigation is adopted for 250 hectare« There is

et e ooeerd b b farmers, Ground water level 15 also increasced, water is available upto
Cotyiaeieer aniy 2 famiiios belonging to BPL category and six families are lendiess. Dic to the

avnat per cepita income is increased from Rs. 832 to Rs.30,000 during 1291 to 201 1.

C) Tha Jarlched Experiments:

Vb et

R Lt

Cagtes e mvoived mat from the very beginning.

Thyer

e el an o comorchensive rural health project was staried in Jamkhed, a less developed taluka in A'nagar
' 1ty ated doctor couple; Dr.Rajnikant Arole and Dr.Mrs. Mabelle Arole. Provision of health facilities is a
: e tood gnpect in rural India. The counle departed from the normal health delivery system by emphasizing
ot the community *n decision making. Thew final aim was to see that the village community 10 decision
e bl e wae to spe that the village community owned and ran their own health Programme. Their thrust
v e ot Db resources and personrel. The attempt was to evolve total-not fragmented health care,

preventive and rurative care. Though the project was started with outside funds, the

teil pyprrimonts demonstrate that an inexpensive delivery system of health care can be built by active
L el invnlvemeni of the community. Through the project was successful it was soon realized that health
r ' f heealth ras not a viable model, There was a greater need of providing potable water and food. As the

T v pant eot continue indefinitelv on borrowed food, the community had to go in for improved production
" whe apencies interested in agricullure and irrigation was contacted. Simultancously other agro based

cmiittes anel dany ware taken up. The whole programme thus took on a much wider canvas-that of sorio-

ST = < LR
eeelrie atedt wonen and the health statistics of the region has also improved. But thev had to go in
crogannes o supnart their nutntion and community kitghen programmes. Apart from the dedicated
Arpte, the other magor factor for the success of the project has been the continuots inflow of

ainr ten

.
N

Crhe whole talisen

beorn sucossfully with respect ta 1ts health aims. They have trained many wilage level

nssons From The four Experiments :

s vanune four experiment mvolving different intervention agents. in case of Ralegan Siddhi, a social

P
'
5 pcain e e an
re g ATeR Al AnI
m
Ly At
Pt Xl 1 v

o ate it Hegare Bazar, the village sarpanch-Popatrao pawar and in jamkhed, a dedicated doctor couple-

charpe agents. All these experiments revolved around a bottom up, participatory maodel of

.. soranna, who acted as change agents, are from the local area. They realized the need to mobilize the
v ewt cagevzed themn o undertake community work. These leaders were in a way successful in creating
Ve tagers and invoking ther voluntary participation in plarsing and execuliné community work.

Codelhy shware Bazar the leaders were cuccessful in implementing majority of the present ongoiny

Caotee

Lok LE anatle G
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L At
““\v._,r\\u-". ¥
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1-‘(3!.'”\ (418
cch leaders hein
Ve pyriing on e

e 1

LTS

she development of their villages. It needs to be emphasized here that mere provision of

Lrmew il nerecany ot noi a sufficient condition for rural development. Unless the villagers

wotwmie . cannnt be anolemented successfuily The villagers have to be made aware regarding
seernment Scherses The sarpanch of the willage has to furnish necessary documents and

v e an it devel Government departments to get the schemes sanctioned for his village. In the
¢ o at emaanies o loeal organizations this work has to be solely unrlertaken by the Sarpanch of the

st B ARt e development process in the long run unless the local people are organized. Mobilization,
Cannot hooan endgan tsell, hecause what is desired is development which 1s more than being a ‘state’ 16 a
e process of develapment has 1o go no continuously. For this consciousness has to be instilled in the
what they contmuously work for their betterment. Often the political leaders are successful in argamizing
¢ this organizations s used 1o get themiselves elected; rather than for developmental purposes More often
snsh to keep the masses i perpetual poverty; so that they remain docile followers who depend for

et importance problem i the size and replicability of the experiment. In the experiments under our study the
e i RNty 6. singie village or 2 group of village. Ralegan Siddhi, Hiware Bazar is single villages. But

e —— e et e e et
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